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TACKLING ALCOHOL-FUELLED VIOLENCE LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL; 
LIQUOR AND FAIR TRADING LEGISLATION (RED TAPE REDUCTION) 

AMENDMENT BILL 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (8.39 pm): There were 767 submissions to this bill and the vast 
majority were against the bill. What we have seen from the member for Ferny Grove tonight in the way 
of his personal attacks on the member for Moggill, his selective use of statistics and false analogies is 
the way that this mob over there govern. They do not have the evidence or the gumption to put together 
a strong case so they resort to vicious personal attacks on a reputable member of the medical 
profession, a member of this parliament, that are irrelevant to the consideration of this bill, and they 
insult the vast majority of submitters to this inquiry who oppose this bill. They insult the intelligence of 
those submitters who are against this bill. 

Mr Furner interjected.  

Mr Bennett interjected.  

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Farmer): Order! I ask the member for Ferny Grove and the 
member for Burnett to cease having conservations across the chamber. If you wish to have a 
conversation, please take it outside the chamber. The member for Beaudesert has the call. Can we 
please afford respect to members who are speaking so that they can be heard.  

Mr KRAUSE: Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. The key issue in this inquiry is one that the 
committee unanimously agreed on, and that is there is a need for more evidence on this issue. The 
evidence on all sides of the equation is equivocal. There is a need for proper data collection by all 
agencies of government to assess the impact of alcohol in relation to police violence and hospital 
admissions. That is what the recommendation agreed to by all members of the committee determined. 
That is the key to understanding this inquiry and that recommendation.  

In this inquiry we heard evidence in Cairns that most alcohol related injuries occur in the home, 
not in the precinct. I refer to the evidence given by Mr John Lynch in Cairns, which the member for 
Mount Ommaney referred to earlier. They have data from financial years 2013, 2014 and 2015 where 
they have about 160 presentations a day to the hospital. From those 160-odd presentations, two to four, 
on average, are alcohol related—less than two per cent. Of those, only 20 per cent are related to 
licensed premises. From the licensed premises in the CBD of Cairns that are most affected by this bill, 
the injuries coming to hospital that are related to that precinct are 0.3 per cent.  

We heard from the emergency department at the RBH in Brisbane, although this did not make it 
into the report, on the night we went there as a committee that the peak time for admissions for alcohol 
related injuries was between about 11 pm to about 1 or 1.30 am, not 3 am, not 5 am, not at any of the 
times that are affected by this bill—not any of the times affected by the winding back of hours or the 
lockouts in this bill.  
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We also heard that violence in our club precincts has declined over the last few years. In 
particular, I refer to the evidence from Reverend Lance Mergard, whom we met during our trip to the 
Valley on 20 December from 12.30 am to 5 am. Reverend Mergard says he majors in vomit and blood. 
He has seen it all in the years he has worked in the precinct helping people out, and he urges the 
government to take a multifaceted approach. Interestingly, Reverend Mergard says that a lockout could 
make things worse by squeezing more people out onto the streets at an earlier time. He is backed by 
other witnesses, too. The inquiry heard from witnesses about that.  

This gentleman specialises in helping out in situations of sickness and illness. As he puts it, he 
responds to people ‘when they start to make silly decisions’. He says that the violence has decreased 
and the steps of the Bligh government, to their credit, with drink safe precincts, carried on by the 
Newman government with the safe night out initiatives, have worked to decrease the incidence of 
alcohol related violence in the Valley. He said that the incidence of violence in the Valley is far less than 
three, four, five or six years ago.  

There are so many conflicting views on this from academics, police, ambos, people like Lance 
Mergard, hoteliers, DJs and patrons whom we heard from. In particular, when you refer to DJs and 
other people involved in the industry, they give compelling evidence in Cairns, Townsville and Airlie 
Beach about the impact it will have on their livelihoods and the impact it will have on their local cultures. 
The committee unanimously agrees that we need more information on this. It has been announced 
today by the government that it will be conducting a review after two years. It should not be legislating 
until it has the information right. It is irresponsible for the government to legislate before it has the 
evidence right. It has admitted in its policy proposal today that it will undertake a review after 18 months 
or two years because it does not have the evidence right now.  

The member for Ferny Grove is the chairman of the committee, some of whose members are 
government members, and he has recommended that we get more information on this issue. Most 
submissions were against, but in addition we heard many submissions that we do not need a 
one-size-fits-all approach to dealing with issues of excess alcohol consumption and violence. In Cairns 
there was not one witness who attended the public hearing—not even the member for Cairns attended 
the public hearing—to support this legislation. We know the member for Cairns does not support the 
legislation, but he has been strongarmed into voting for it tonight.  

Mr Dickson interjected.  

Mr KRAUSE: The member for Cairns has been strongarmed into voting for this legislation 
tonight. In Cairns not one single person supported this legislation. Do members know why? Because 
they took proactive steps five or six years ago to address the issues they had in relation to violence or 
excess alcohol consumption in their precincts.  

Ms Pease: At a huge cost to taxpayers.  

Mr KRAUSE: I take the interjection from the member for Lytton because, when they started doing 
it, it was not at a huge cost to taxpayers. They did it of their own accord, it was voluntary and they sorted 
out their own issue on a local basis.  

The Cairns hoteliers and the Cairns community do not want these lockout laws, because through 
their liquor accord and their safe night out board they have resolved their issues. All the evidence was 
that the issue of alcohol fuelled violence is under control in Cairns and they have worked out a solution 
to deal with it. I have spoken about the evidence from the Cairns Hospital in relation to the cause of 
alcohol admissions. In Townsville there was very limited support for this bill.  

The bill does not address the issues of preloading, drug use or human behaviours. I am 
flabbergasted to see that the government has not got behind the concept of mandatory ID scanners in 
our precincts so that we can have a mechanism to ban people who are behaving badly and who are 
causing violence from those precincts. When the subcommittee went to the Valley in December we 
visited one of the clubs that has implemented ID scanners, and we heard evidence that they were able 
to ban people from all the other clubs in Brisbane which have those scanners in place. In fact, they can 
ban people who have misbehaved from all other parts of Australia if they are linked into that system. 
They say that it has worked incredibly well in keeping people who are causing trouble out of their club. 
They did not have any issue, as was flagged by the Attorney-General in her second reading speech, 
about the time taken for people to have their ID scanned. In fact, they welcomed the opportunity to scan 
their ID and they said that patrons welcomed it as well, because they knew it was a mechanism to keep 
the bad people out so they could have a good and safe night out. I do not know why the government is 
not getting behind the concept of mandatory ID scanning.  

There are criminal law changes that need to be looked at in relation to behavioural issues. I note 
that Labor when in opposition last term opposed our introduction of an unlawful strike causing death 
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offence. It is on the record. They divided and opposed the introduction of that new offence which gives 
some legal teeth in the criminal justice system to people who are going about unlawful striking causing 
death. 

We need cultural change—I make no bones about that—but the cultural change is about the 
responsible use of alcohol and people taking responsibility for their actions. We need education about 
that, and that was part of the safe night out initiative. I am very disappointed to see that that has not 
been adopted by the new government. We need more data, and that was the committee’s 
recommendation. We need legislation that is not one size fits all because what may be needed in the 
Fortitude Valley, the Gold Coast or wherever else you talk about may not fit another area like Cairns, 
Townsville, Airlie Beach or the Sunshine Coast. We need to recognise that drug use, preloading and 
behavioural factors are just as important—if not more so—as trading hours.  

In the time that I have left—well, I have plenty of time available—I want to mention a couple of 
other aspects that are being included in the bill tonight. I refer in particular to the provisions that were 
drawn out of the private member’s bill introduced by the member for Mansfield in 2015—the Liquor and 
Fair Trading Legislation (Red Tape Reduction) Amendment Bill—especially the provisions relating to 
craft brewing. From a local member’s perspective, I have a number of craft brewers in my electorate 
and I welcome the government’s support for the introduction of provisions that will allow craft brewers 
to be able to sell their product in more venues. 

Mr Rickuss interjected. 

Mr KRAUSE: We have the Scenic Rim Brewery and the Beard and Brau brewery at Tamborine. 
They are very small businesses and this will enable them to take their product along to small markets 
and get their product out there and grow some small business, and that is a good thing. So I welcome 
the government’s support for that tonight. 

I also mention a local issue in relation to trading hours generally of licensed premises. In my 
electorate, there have been some approvals in recent times for 3 am trading hours in rural and semirural 
locations. On the one hand we have a government talking about reducing trading hours, but on the 
other hand one of their bureaucracies is actually approving 3 am trading hours for rural and semirural 
locations—where there is very little demand for that, there is no public transport and there are limited 
police and ambulance services. Almost all of the submissions from the public are against those 
extended trading hours and I do not understand why the OLGR has approved them. I think the OLGR 
needs to go back and look at that. It shows that the government is going in the wrong direction by 
allowing those extended trading hours applications to go ahead when no-one is actually in support of 
them—apart from the hoteliers—and while on the other hand they are trying to wind back hours more 
generally. 

The government need to listen to local concerns, just as they need to listen to the people of 
Cairns and Townsville who do not want the provisions of the reduction in trading hours to come into 
effect because they have got effective local solutions. They need to listen to the local people in my 
electorate and in other electorates when they make submissions about applications for extending 
trading hours because it has got to be horses for courses. Some places are suited to extended trading 
hours but some are not. We need to have localised solutions and local decisions that take into account 
all of those factors. 

On that note, I make the point that the Commissioner for Liquor and Gaming, who is the head of 
the agency that makes the decisions about that, appeared at a public hearing on the Tackling 
Alcohol-Fuelled Violence Legislation Amendment Bill and he conceded that he was not even involved 
in much of the consultation about the tackling alcohol fuelled violence bill. That just shows the limited 
scope and the closed scope of consultation that the government undertook in relation to the tackling 
alcohol fuelled violence bill. If the Commissioner for Liquor and Gaming is not even involved in that 
consultation, then what sort of consultation is it? He is the chief decision-maker about liquor and gaming 
hours.  

I think I have made my position clear in relation to the bill. We need more information. The 
government needs to take account of local factors in a better way, and I commend that recommendation 
to the House. I will not be supporting the bill tonight. 

 


